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Matthew 3:11-17 
11 "I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one 
who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12 His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his 
wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire." 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 
14 But John tried to deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, 
and do you come to me?" 15 Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper 
for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness." Then John consented. 16 
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that 
moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove and lighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, 
"This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."  
 
Baptism is… 

1. A SIGN OF GOD’S COVENANT WITH US 
Rom 4:11 
[Abraham] received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the 
righteousness that he had by faith while he was still 
uncircumcised. So then, he is the father of all who believe but have 
not been circumcised, in order that righteousness might be credited 
to them.  
 

Matt 28:19 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

2. ACKNOWLEDGED THROUGH REPENTANCE 
& FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST 
Acts 2:36-39 
36 "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this 
Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." 37 When the 
people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and 
the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" 38 Peter replied, 

"Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children 
and for all who are far off — for all whom the Lord our God will 
call."  

 

3. OFFERED TO YOU AND YOUR WHOLE 
HOUSEHOLD 
Acts 16:28-33 
28 But Paul shouted [to the jailer], "Don't harm yourself! We are 
all here!" 29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling 
before Paul and Silas. 30 He then brought them out and asked, 
"Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 31 They replied, "Believe in the 
Lord Jesus, and you will be saved — you and your household." 32 
Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others 
in his house. 33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and 
washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family were 
baptized.  

 

4. OUR RESPONSE TO THE GOOD NEWS OF 
JESUS CHRIST 
Acts 8:26-38 
29 The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it." 30 
Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the [Ethiopian eunuch] 
reading Isaiah the prophet. "Do you understand what you are 
reading?" Philip asked. 31 "How can I," he said, "unless someone 
explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up and sit with 
him. 32 The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: "He was 
led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before the shearer is 
silent, so he did not open his mouth. 33 In his humiliation he was 
deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life 
was taken from the earth." 34 The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, 
please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?" 
35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told 
him the good news about Jesus. 36 As they traveled along the road, 
they came to some water and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water. 
Why shouldn't I be baptized?"  38 And he gave orders to stop the 
chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the 
water and Philip baptized him.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A11-17&version=NIV

