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Galatians 5:16-21 
16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the 
sinful nature. 17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the 
Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in 
conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 18 But if 
you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. 19 The acts of the sinful 
nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 
idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish 
ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the 
like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not 
inherit the kingdom of God.  
 

1. SIN HARMS YOU AND OTHERS 
Galatians 5:17, 21 
17 … the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the 
Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with 
each other, so that you do not do what you want. 21… those who live 
like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.  
 
James 1:14 
14 … each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged 
away and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to 
sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.  
 
Proverbs 4:23 
23 Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.  

 

2. SIN HARMS THE MESSAGE OF THE GOSPEL 
Philippians 1:27 
27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the 
gospel of Christ… 
 
Hebrews 12:14 
14 Make every effort … to be holy; without holiness no one will see the 
Lord.  

 

Philippians 2:14-16 
14 Do everything without complaining or arguing, 15 so that you may 
become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a 
crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the 
universe 16 as you hold out the word of life… 

 
1 Corinthians 10:13 
13 No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And 
God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can 
bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that 
you can stand up under it.  

 

3. HOLY LIVING IMPARTS LIFE AND BRINGS 
HONOR AND GLORY TO GOD 
Galatians 6:7-8 
7 … A man reaps what he sows. 8 The one who sows to please his 
sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who 
sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.  
 
John 3:5-6 
5 Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom 
of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to 
flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.” 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21 
21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.  
 
1 Peter 2:9 
9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who 
called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  
 
Revelation 19:6-8 
6 Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of 
rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: "Hallelujah! 
For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and be glad and 
give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride 
has made herself ready. 8 Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her 
to wear." (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.)  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A16-21&version=NKJV

