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Psalms 51:1-12, 17 
1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 
according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. 2 
Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 3 For I 
know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 4 Against 
you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so 
that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you 
judge. 5 Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother 
conceived me. 6 Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach 
me wisdom in the inmost place. 7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I 
will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 8 Let me 
hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 9 Hide 
your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. 10 Create in me 
a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 11 Do 
not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing 
spirit, to sustain me. 13-16… 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken 
spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
 
What can we learn from David’s story? 
 

1. JOY COMES FROM GOD THROUGH HIS HOLY 
SPIRIT 
1 Samuel 16:13 
13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the 
presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the 
Lord came upon David in power. 
 
Galatians 5:22-23 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control… 
 

Psalms 51:12 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation… 

 

2. SIN AND DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES ROB 
OUR JOY 
Psalms 51 
1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 
according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. 2 
Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 3 For I 
know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 4 
Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in 
your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and 
justified when you judge. 5 Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful 
from the time my mother conceived me.  
 

3. GOD RESTORES OUR JOY THROUGH 
HUMBLE REPENTANCE 
Psalms 51:10-12, 17 
10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit 
within me. 11 Do not cast me from your presence or take your 
Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 13-16… 17 The 
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, 
O God, you will not despise. 
 
1 John 1:8-9 
8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalms+51%3A1-12%2C+17&version=NIV

