What if Jesus said NO to the Cross?

Wylie Methodist Church
Pastor Jeff Hatcher - March 24, 2024 (Palm Sunday)

Isaiah 53:4-7
4 Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered

him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for
our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that

brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 6 We all,
like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the
Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed and afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a

sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.

Jesus could have said NO...
1. BEFORE HE ENTERED JERUSALEM TO THE
CHEERING CROWDS

Mark 10:32-34

32 They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus leading the way, and the
disciples were astonished, while those who followed were afraid. Again he took
the Twelve aside and told them what was going to happen to him. 33 "We are
going up to Jerusalem," he said, "and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief
priests and teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death and will hand
him over to the Gentiles, 34 who will mock him and spit on him, flog him and kill
him. Three days later he will rise."

Jesus could have said NO...
2. AT HIS LAST SUPPER AS HE WASHED JUDAS’
FEET

Matthew 26:20-24
20 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And

while they were eating, he said, "I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me."
22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, "Surely not I,
Lord?" 23 Jesus replied, "The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me
will betray me. 24 The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him.”

John 13:5
After [the meal], [Jesus] poured water into a basin and began to wash his

discigles' feet, drying them with the towel that was wmpped around him.

Jesus could have said NO...

3.

AS HE AGONIZED IN PRAYER WHILE THE
DISCIPLES SLEPT

Luke 22:39-44
39 Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him.

40 On reaching the place, he said to them, "Pray that you will not fall into
temptation.” 41 He withdrew about a stone's throw beyond them, knelt down and
prayed, 42 "Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but

yours be done." 43 An angelfrom heaven appeared to him and strengthened him.
44 And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops
of blood falling to the ground. (Hematidrosis)

Jesus could have said NO...

4.

AS HE WAS BETRAYED BY HIS FRIEND AND
ARRESTED

Matthew 26:48-54

48 Now (Judas) the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: "The one I kiss is
the man; arrest him." 49 Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, "Greetings, Rabbi!"
and kissed him. 5o Jesus replied, "Friend, do what you came for." Then the men
stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. 51 With that, one of Jesus'
companions reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of the high
priest, cutting off his ear. 52 "Put your sword back in its place," Jesus said to him,
"for all who draw the sword will die by the sword. 53 Do you think I cannot call

on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of

angels? 54 But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must haggen
in this way?"

Jesus could have said NO...

5.

AS HE WAS MOCKED AND YET FORGAVE

Mark 15:31-32

31 In the same way the chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked him
among themselves. "He saved others," they said, "but he can't save himself! 32 Let
this Christ, this King of Israel, come down now from the cross, that we may see
and believe."

Luke 23:34
Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing."”

Hebrews 12:2
Let us fix our eyes on_]esus, the author and perfecter of ourfaith, who for the 1'0‘_11
set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right

hand of the throne of God.
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